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Paradoxes of Russian-Greek Relations
Russian-Greek ties have usually been presented as something special.  The main point here is that although the countries are on opposite political sides (if one follows NATO terminology), Russia and Greece traditionally have had friendly relations. That’s how the things are seen in Europe, in Russia, in Greece and in the USA. This view is shared by politicians, experts, and average citizens. But all of them would find it difficult to define what this “special” really means. In other words, I would like to draw our attention to the principal paradoxes, or better yet contradictions, regarding Russian-Greek cooperation.
The first paradox is an imbalance between mutual understanding as far as the political sphere is concerned and economic cooperation that is quite limited. For example, one can easily see that Russia’s and Greece’s positions on Ukraine crisis as well as their approaches on how to handle  the situation there are quite similar. Simultaneously, we have not seen any progress in developing joint Russian-Greek businesses despite endless declarations of very good bilateral relations.

Maybe the second paradox will provide an answer to this question. This one is as follows. One does not have to look hard to identify a pro-American lobby in Greece, as well as a pro-EU lobby or even a pro-Arab lobby. But one faces real difficulties when it comes to finding a pro-Russian lobby.
The third, and in my opinion, the most important paradox is that I see no outstanding joint Russian-Greek projects. What do I mean? Let's look at Greece’s neighbors. For example, if we ask someone about his or her thoughts regarding Russian-Italian cooperation, he will surely name a washing machine factory joint venture, for Turkey, it will be a gas pipeline, for Serbia – an oil refinery.

In my opinion, we need something like this for Russia-Greece relations. In general, it should help attract foreign direct investment (FDI). I mean that if an investor is going to start a business in the framework of Russian-Greek cooperation, he needs to clearly see opportunities, keeping in mind some current joint projects. It will be more convincing for him than dozens of presentations.

To sum up, I have underlined the top challenges of Russian-Greek relations. I believe that experts on both sides – Russian and Greek  – will be able to find a way to overcome the paradoxes mentioned above.

